Social competence in childhood brain tumor survivors: a comprehensive review.
To review the literature investigating the social competence outcomes of child and adolescent survivors of brain tumors. Twenty articles published between 2000 and 2009 were accessed using PsycInfo and PubMed and reviewed for their findings related to three hypothesized levels of social competence (i.e., social adjustment, social performance, social skills). Current evidence indicates that childhood brain tumor survivors experience decreased social adjustment following treatment. Inconsistencies among studies continue to be an obstacle for advancing the field. The operationalization of social competence requires greater attention to facilitate comparability between studies (e.g., social adjustment, social performance, social skills). The effects of child, familial, and treatment factors and their relationships are still not well understood. There is a lack of theory driven research. Many childhood brain tumor survivors experience deficits in social competence at the level of social adjustment. These deficits worsen with time. Little is known about more rudimentary levels of social competence such as social skills or social performance. This information is needed to guide the development of social intervention programs.